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Sende Grace and Peace beemulti- 
plied through Chriſt leſus . 
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grace; or Iudas with his Suceeſſors per ſeuer in 
ſelling o/ Chriſt Spouſe the Church, contratie tothe cf,, 
pellof grace. But foraſy much as that Iminde not in t 
enſaing Treatiſe torax them, or their wicked abuſes: Te 
my prayers unto God for them ſhalbee' ; is tyrne their 
hearts fi om fariber renting of the garments of Chriſt and 
his Church, ſeaſt they become hike vnto theſe their prede- 
ceſſors, pertakers not of the leaſt grace. | 
The ſubiect᷑ or matter, wherewith I am nowto preſent 
your Worſhips withull: i tonching the myſterie of Chrilt 
his Natinitie. The Text bath beene hund ed often, and by 
manie; Tea and of ſuch men, who for their great vnder- 
ſtanding yeading, wittie inuention, and profound Iudge- 
ment, haue manie degrees exceeded my ſeife. ret is ſatiſ- 
fre the earneſt and godly requeits of ſome of my eſpectall 
good friends, Thane enterpriſed, and aduentured, to ſet 
forth the ſame in print: hoping that your Worſbippes will 
wvouchſafe to giue it the peruſal, and acces Wy 
fr ſt fruits of my labours , with the ſelfe-ſame affeFion 
wherwith it is offered; how ſmal and [ample ſoener it ſeeme 
to be. And now the Lord leſus gine it his graze,that it may 
not be s on his Altar in vaine; but that it max 
proneto bee a4 the morning Incenſe , and «s exening S 
75 acceptable "unto God, % profitable unis this _ 
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Vno the ſame God will I pray alyayes to powr o W 
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the forme of a ſetuand, that we his ſervants might be £ 
made partakers of his Lordſhip, ae e mh 
ſings, goth this bleſſed day 8 vnto vs. 9 
fore iſſput youin wind that youi vnderſiãdings man 
be efiightned to know them and your wils ine 

to ſerue and phitfe G ob for them: I have made "4 
choice of this text, which being indeed re „ 
ſence of the Golpell, | 
Chriſt his commingt Se Firſt, The! | 
time; whenthe fulneſſe col 1 time, cc. Second! ly, The, 
cauſes, God ſent his Sonne. Tbirdly, The manner, l 
of « Woman Cc. Fourthly, 'Thecnd, that engl, 
deeme them, cc. Theſch, points are beſt beſecming this 


_ _ ph; dreifl y &rudedly Hhallhauedif-- 
courſed vpon,[ wi ks ;&camendyce to God: 
- When the fulneſſe of \ time was. come To — i, 
things, meaſure all durations. "<Aternitie, immortal. . 
tie, Time. E bernitie hath neythe nan) nd; 
and ĩs proper only to God, who is cuerlaſting. . 
mortalitic hath beginning, but noh e end 9 3h pro- 
1 5 


per to Spirits, as angels, weed n ies 


Chrifts d "atih 
were not, and yet now cannotdie. Time hath both 
e bp er; and is proper to all bodies, ſuch 


asare poſſible and corruptible ſubſtances: of whom 
tis ſaid, mnis orta occidunt & antts ſeneſcunt : Now 
then Chriſt conſiſting of Godhead, ſoule, and bodie, 
bah theſe his three Nures limited by theſe three 
quantities, his Godhead by Frerpitie, his ſoule by Im. 
morraliti-: and his bodie by Time. Thus in reſpect 
not of his Diuinitie, but his Hamamitie, the maker of 
Time was made in time, and Time ſaith Aiſtale is the 
meaſure of motion, but Pee! here ſhewes vs more 
ſtrange Philoſophie, that it is the meaſure ofthe firſt 
Mover it ſelfe. Would yee not wonder ¶ Det Chri- 
ftiens) to heare that a Gyants foote ſhould bee thruſt 
into a childes ſhooe, or that the Ocean es ſhould bee 
iatruded into a bottle, and aſmuch thenr — 
maruell atthis that God ho is infinite, ſh 
borne in a time finite, but this doubt is thus Gale 
three things, vr ſapra cr. And as our Apoſtle faith, 
_ wine 2 As places, O time haue their 
and emptineſſe, ſome places are e ha- 
| rn nought but ayre in them, and otne are repleni. 
with ſiluer, with Gold, Perle, ſtones, 
and ſuch like treaſure, like fo of times, ſome are void 
offtrange accidents, and ſome are full of memorable 
and admirable occurrents, & inſuchatime'was ur 
Sauiour borne, as the age of the world, the yeare, 
moneth , day; bovre, theſe p- of timemay impart 
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The Ae 
the fixth. Thefirſtage was from Adam to Neab, The 


ſecond from Noah to. Abraham. The third from 4- 


migration from Babylon. The fifth from chat to Chris 


| brahamto David, The fourth from Dawidtothe tranſe. 


Ndtivitie, which fell in the ſixth age: where note an 


excellent myſterie, how correſpondent Gods wotkes 
of our creation, and recreation are. As in the worlds 
ſixth day God did make man: fo in the worlds. 


ſixth age hee did redeeme man. In the worlds 2 


ſixth day the firlt Adam was made, in whom wee are 


deformed:and in the worlds ſixth age was the ſecond 
Adam made, in whom wee are reformed,” Here 
ariſe now two queltions: why God louing man fo wel 


had not beene borne before or preſently after mans 


fal, {ith Gratis ab officio quod mora tar dat abeſt.Second-: 


ly: why God minding to die for the ſinnesofallthe; 
world, had not defer'd his comming to the end oſthe 
world. Sixis a number neyther,diminute nor ſuper · 


abundant, but perfect, ſich all his partes put together 3 


doe make the whole, as 1.2, and 3. make ſix: ſo then 


in the number of perfection came the author of per 


foction. By lixc ſtaires did men, aſcend to Salomons 
thronc,and by fix ages came the word to the throne! 
of grace. T heſe ſcruples thus Iremoue. Firſt; for 


Chriſtto haue beene borne before dum fel, had biin 


an action ſu perfluous. For the end of his comming 
being (vt in quit Euang. )to ſeeke the loſt Sheep of the 


houſe of //racl; to bind vp the broken hearted; to eall 
ſinners to re 


needed this ſecke 


r before man was loſt? what needed 


dus Phiſition before man was fick? what needed this 
- 


pentance, and by it to ſaluation; whats. 
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Chrifls Natinitie, bo, © 
Sauiour before 4daw was a ſinner? Againefor Chriſt 
to haue come preſently after mans fall, had beene al- 
ſo very inconuenient. Man ſinned by pride, and by 

ride was throwne into calamitie: ſtom which it 
ſtraightwayes hee ſhould haue beene freed, perhaps 
the ſpirit of loftineſſe and inſolencie might liaue 
come vpon him againe. God therefore ſixe ages leſt 
him in his miſerie, that he might know his fault, & 
knowing it, be humbled for the ſame. Farther it was 
meet, that as the entrance of a King intoa Citie , ſo 
the comming of fo worthie a perſonas the ſonne of 
God into the World, ſhould bee foreſhewed by the 
predictions of ſuch worthie meſſengers as were the 
Patriarckesand Prophets, which could not haue beene 
had Chriſt beene borne in the time of Adem. As for 
the deferring of his birth to the end of the World, 
Theſe reaſons diſproue it. Firſt, the teſtimonie of 
Abacuc. 3. where it is ſaid of God there, the workes 
of his mercie ſhould bee reuiuedin medio annorum. A- 
gaine why ſhould Chriſt then bee borne on earth, 
when men ſhall haue no faith to beletue on him, no 
Charitie to loue him, and no Religion to worſhippe 
him? But theſe things ſhall 4 in the latter daies 
(as the Evangeliſts write) and therefore the Worlds 
end is a ſeaſon rather for Chriſt to come in ĩudgment 
to reuenge, then in mercie to redeeme. T his forthe 
age. Now for the yeare. It was the two and fortieth 
ofthe reign of Auguſfus Ceſar the Roman Emperor: 
in whoſe time that Chrift was borne, ĩt vas in regard 
ofthe manic reſemblances that were between them. 
As Avgutu was a temporal, ſo was Chrifta 3 
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The Myſterie of . 
Monarch. As Augeſlus was the ſecond Emperout 
of Rome, ſo was Chriſt the ſecond per ſon in Trinitie, 
As Auguſi us was ſo called, becauſe beedidamplitie 
his Regiment, ſo Chriſt was ſo called, becauſe he doth 
annoint vs his ſervants : as Auguſt us taxing the 
world receiued tribute from men and regiſtred their 
names, So Chriſtpreaching vnto the world hado. 
bedience yeelded vnto him, and noted ſuch as ſerued 
him in the Booke of life. As ¶Auguſtus hauing van- 
quiſhed his enemies;planted peace among his people 
(tor in his dayes the Temple of Janus was ſhut, that 
elſe in the time of warre was wont euer to bee open) 
ſo Chriſt hauing ſubdued his foes, Death and the De» 
uill, placed quietneſſe in the conſcience of his Chil- 

dtrẽ, who before were diſtreſſed with many troubles 
from the age and the yeare, come we to the Month 
and the Day. Chriſt was borne on the five andtwen- 
tieth day of December, then being the ſhorteſt day of 
the yeare and Sundey: as both by the fathers is teſti- 
fied, and by calculation may be proued, wherof note 
with me eyther the reaſons or myſtries. December is 
the tenth moneth and in it was he borne, that came 

to małe ſatisfaction for our tranſgreſſion of his Fa- 
thers ten Commandements. December conc ludes the 
old yeare, and giues way to a new, and ch ist now 
born gave an end to the old Ceremonies ofthe Law, 
and brought in, in ſteed thereof the new ordinances. 
of grace. I cn degrees went the Sunne backwardto 
lignifie to ſicke Erechiah that be ſhould not die, and 
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(rafts. Natiuitie. 

ten moneths in 1 ct oe back 
as it were for his Majettie to aſſure v of 3 
the nomberoficy ine firſt — rnd 
the figure, f. an 0.4 

oy borne,w did conlift'of the figure 
of his Diuinitie, andthe cipherof his humanitie. in 
the ſborteſt day is the Sanne in his greateſt und loweſt 
South declination, and when was the ſonne of God 
euer — — of his glorie and 
lower in. baſeneſſe, then when hee came out into the 
world, clothed with our fleſh. In the ſhorteſt day the 
Sunne is ſaid to be in his Tropick; that it ſo called of 
the Greek word ye co turne, & when ſo gtaciouſiy 
N rump — of God turne vnto 
vs, ſaith 1s tift of Chriſt, ne portes minus il- Jab. 3. 30. 
lum autem ale, verified e qualities of dig- 
nitie and eſtimation: So al ſo in thetimes ot their Na-. 


_ Tohn Baptiſt was borne the longeſt day of the 
—— —— $ 


— — he AN ms 
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creaſe. In tbe ſtorteſ 


turne, that turnes joy and — ving 
and Ciriſ nom put his fat ker 1 


erer and happiticll 
3 — 
flcſh, chat we ſhould learne ndt to pumper drs: offs = 
Samiley, rem the ew drone dps 
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Le. 1.8.1 I, 


is called the fir 


tenne of the clock, and fiſteene minutes. For he in his | 


The Myſienieof 
world: and now on a Sundey, God theſonneinhis 
mercie began toredeeme the world, Sunday was firſt 
made before any other time: and chviſt theron born 
begotten of al Creatures. On Sandy | 
God made the ligbt, and on Sy now' produced 
was he, that is the true light, lightning euery one that 
comes into the world, as alſo all thoſe that ſit in dark. 
neſſe & the ſhadow of death. To proceed yet to more 
particulars.W hat part of the day? & what houre wat 
cbriſ borne in? Luc. a records that it was in the night, 
when the Shepheards were watching their flockes, 
that though the Angell ſaid to them, there is borne 
this day to ye a Sauiour, ye are to vnderſtand it ſpoken 
not of the artificial day, that holds from San to un 
but of the naturall day that containes the ſpaceof 
foure and twentie houres. Thus in the time of dark: - 
neſſe was bee borne 1, that came to diſſolue 
the power of darkneſſe; ſhining in darkneſſe, 
when the darkneſſe could not comprehend him; 
Nox is ſo called a nocendo, becauſe if men then walke 
without light, they may eaſily hurt themſelues: and 
nowas a Phyſition in the beſt opportunitie came the 
great helper in the time of hurting; to ſne that hee 
was ſtroger then the deuil.Cviſt vaquiſhed the devil 
in his own time, the Prince ofthe night, in the night. 
Factber, touching the houre, if we may beleue c. 
nus that great Phyſition & Aſtronomet, it was about 


Comment vpon Ptolemies quadtipartite, treating 
cli: Natiuitie, makes the cleuenth degree of Virgo 
to 


(briſts. Natiutie. 

to aſcend in prima domo, which could not bee but at 
that time. I he Fathers write that hee was borneat 
mid night, gs Hierom, and Brrward: which of theſe o- 
pini ons is tr ot, I wifi not decide Myſteries there ate 
in both of them. If Cordav- ſay true, them it firly'fell 
out that the Sonne ofa Virgin was borne when the 
heauenly figure Vigo did — If the Fathers ſay 
true then opportunately came hei melis noir thar 
was to be the mediam betweene Godand man, The 
greateſtobſcuritie is at midnight; and then therefore 
was produced the greateſt light; hee that was the 

i — of his fathers glorie. Thus then in the ſixtł 
age of the World, in the two and fortieth yecrvof 
Auguſtus Caſars Reigne, in the moneth of Detemberg 
in the fiue and twentieth and ſhorteſt day, on Sunday, 
betweene ten and twelue at night, was our bleſſed: 


Saumur bleſſedly born. Which ſeaſon Saint Paulcals 


the fulneſſe of time, as becauſe each part thereof, as ye 
ſee, is full of myſteries, ſo by reaſon of other occa- 


ſions that I am now to acc ere eee 
this then. Whatſc eyther promiſed, or the 


Patriarckes and Prophets eyther in theii 8 
foreſhewed, in their actions pre | rr 


— 
compliſhed are Go iſes madetoiExe, that ber: 
ſeed ſhould braife the Serpentshiad.Grn:320 Abraham Geng. 
that in his ſeed all Nations of the earth ſhould bee liel. 
Gen.22.to David that of the Fruit of huleyner, ber would Gen. 2. 
ſetone on by ſeat that ſhanld rule as a King for ener. Pſal. 
132.Now fulfilled are the Prediction: of the OPER fa 132. 


"TheMyferieaf 
and Prophtts; of Jacob y he be ſaid. en g. lesen 1 
2 the Trile e Inda and « Captaine 
from hy thigh, tif he come, that is tobe ſent, abel, x 
bethe expectation of Matton. Of Moſer when 
Deut.18. Deut. ente ſhall the Lord your God raiſe 7 5 
vnlo Yet, amang jour ee Bos | 
Num24 lum, hen be laid, Nums:2 4. len 
8527 — . , — 
4 n ta Hugin 85 „ 4 
ſaid, Mich, And thau 1 I bat ali 
one in reſpect of thouſands in luda. — yet thereſpallcont 
foxthef thee one, that: Pulibee the ruler of Iſratt, 
qmiming forth is frem the leg inning, and from the 
Eternitie. Of Daniel, when he ſaid Dan. g. that after - 
Laine tneckerof geares expired the holy of bulyrt 
aunointed. Now fulfilled are the Figares of ibe zun 
ar ots and Prophets Actions: Now Abraham came 
ſtranger into «Egypt : gs Christ came as a f 
grime; where comming 4 his owne, hi ewne rec. 
cihrd lum net; Now Mo put into Basket. . 
ſenb thuqune into the pit, 'Hirremy into the Dungeati, | 
Denitl iato the Lyons . when Chriſt was ſent 
into this wretched World, a place of perplexities? 
Naur the tone wascutfiomrhe-Mountaine withond 
band ien CH M horne o his mortall Mother 
newer heitig begotten by mortall father: Now aum 
rod did bud and beare Almonds, then a ſpotleſſe 


|  Vigioded produce s Child:Now a womunid con. 
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Chriſts Natinitie. 
paſſe a man, when hee was contained in a woman: 
_ womb,that doth himſe! fcoprehend heauen & carth: 
Now a Riuer flowed to water Pœadiſe, when Chrift 
was bornez with his bloud to waſh away the ſinnes of 
the world: Now the Mountaines did diſtil ſweetnes, 
when Heauen did let God to deſcend on earth: Now 
Salomon made himſelfe a Throne of Iuorie, when 
Chriſt made himſclfe a bodic of fleſh in the Vi 
wombe:Now the Dove eume from Mai Arke, w 
the ſonne of God came from the boſome of his Fa- 
ther : Now the buſh burned and was not conſu- 
med when a Virgine brought forth a Son, and was 
not corrupted : mercy and truth met together, when 
Chrifs Diujniticand Humanitie met in one perſon, to 
work our redemption. Now the Sanne was couered 
with a Cloud, when God clothed himſelfe with our 
fleſn. 4 gare now fulfilled are the deſſires of the patri- 


, Prophets, Abraham tooke great joy of this 
Day, and now he ſaw it Job. S. Expect abs ſalutere tua 
fair hag Gen 49. Iwill wait for thy { aluation, O Lor Sen. 4. 
and now Kr his ji revert 5 rr —— 


ob.$. 


l diam uam, Pfd. 
and now. ban a8 i 2 . eee. re 
muſcricordiam tuam in medis templi. Begge no long 

Meſesto ſay to Gd as itis Dew, —— bea. ib. 
— — oy — 2. 2 
onger ou it is. E/.64; Vrinam diſrumperes tæ · Na. sa. 

* 0 —— wry cleane the Hea- 

melee, for = day came — of a 
12 irgins 


Col.3. 


Lab. 1.16. 


The Myſterieof 


Virgins wombe. T he ſumme ol thisis this:Noware | | 
Gods promiſes, the Patriarches and Prophets redicti· 
ou, ations, and affettions, fulfilled. And therefore: 


molt excellently is it termed: rhe fulneſſe of time: A- 
- gaine, now was the fulneſſo of Gods Commun 


cation 

when he came to giue vs himſelfe in his ſonnes fle ſn; ? 
wherein as it is. Col 2. dwelt the fulneſſe of the Godhead: _ 
bodily. Now was the fulneſſe of mans Redemption, 
when a Suiour was borne to begin the gracious wor 
therof in preſeruing vs, by his merits, from ſin, death, 
hell, and the Deuill: Now was the fulneſſe of graces 
promotion, Ve taking them out of his fulnes as Job. ſaitłi 
And who can denie vhis to be the falueſſe of ime? Fo - 
this let me adde, that the world was no fulof wird | 
cles: Now the Angels ſangin heaven and coin forted 
thephcards on earth: Now a ſtrange ſtarre guided rhe 


vwiſemen to Chri#f Nowa wel- ſpring in Rome did F 


runne with Oyle: Nowthree Sunnes appeated, ſhi- 
ning firſt ſeuerally, andthen'joyntly *Now' Aug. 
Hus his aternum palatium, that was propheſicd neuer 
to fall before a Virgin did beare a child, wasruinated 


tothe ground: Now Aagu lau; asking one of the S. | 


bils whether there were any where agrearct perſon - 

thenhimſclte,ſaw in the Sunne a Virgin giuing an In- 

fant ſucke, to whom afterwards hee dedicated an Al- 

tar, and called it a Cali; the Altar of Heauen, 

And thus yee ſee it proued, that it was the fulneſſe vf 

ume, when he, that as $.10h, ſairh; ful of greece & nb 
was borne amongft.vs. The 7rwezexpeRt yeta Aeta 
0 10 


(brifts Natinitie 


to come: denying e/ws whom wee beleeue on, 
to bee the Worlds Sexiour: And the Turkes 
dare tocomparehim with their Aer. But 
this doctrine of the fulneſſe of time, whereinchriſt 
was born, doth moſt plainly and forcibly confute 
them. For (ith all the promiſes and mercies of 
God; ſich the propheſies, and deſires of 
our famous Þretathers, manie admirable 
Miracles, met in the time of Chris MNatiuitie; 
and that neuer Mah et had the like; nor any 
Creature can haue the like: wee are fully to bee 
reſolued, by this fulneſſeef time, "the true Meſhes 
to bee borne. I could ſpend more time in dif- 
courſing vpon this time, but that greater mat · 
ters, viz... Thecauſes of Chrifts birth doe row 
offer themſelues vnto mee in theſe wordes, God 
ſent bis ſanne: Where the Efficient cauſe is God, 
.theformall cauſe hu ſending ; and the materiall 
cauſe bis Sonne Chri## — God ſent. Who? 
the Father, the Sonne, or the 110 Ghoſt? 
Surely all three of them. For know, that 
opera Trinitatis ſunt in-diniſa: and, vnkeſſe inper- 
ſonall reſpects, euermore in Eſſentiall actions, 
what one doth they all doe; asnow irthis worke 
of Chris birth, the whole 'Trinitie ſnewed 
their induſtrie. - The Father ſent mee faith Chrif?, 155.8. 4. . 36. 
10h.13.29, Here the Father labours. I went out 37- 
fromthe rather and ne ebe, "Here's 1,2. 
the labour ofthe donne. The — ſbultome 


2 vpn 


Lute 1.35. 


theſe to the increated fpirit, God; this is a might 


vpes thee quoth the Angell Gabriel to the bleſſed 
Vrgin, when (be was to eonceiue Chri##: this in 
the labour of the Holy Ghoſt. Thus the 
three perſons, being one GOD , had each of 
them their action in CRHA ISS Incarnation; 
and that molt fitly: ſith it being a worke of great 
power, Wiſdome, and goodnes, it was requiſite 
that the Father with his power, the Sonne witty 
his Wiſedome, and the Holie Ghoſt with his 
Goodneſſe, ſhould accompliſh it. What more 
powerfull a thing, then to joyne two ſuch ex- 
treamely diſtant Natures as the Creatour and 
the Creature together It is GO D S eſpe 
ciall power in compound bodies, to joyne 
the toure Elements together; it is greater 
power to joyne our bodie to our created ſpi- 
rits, that is to ſay, our ſoules. But to joyne all 


aboue all meaſure. | 

Againe what more wiſe thing, then that tothe 
perfection and complement of the whole; the be- 
ginning and the end of a worke ſhould bang 
together. And now note this myſterie. The 


Word was the beginning of the VVorld: for by 
it GOD made the World; and Adam was 
the laſt Creature of the VVorld. The Word 
then becomming Man, the firſt and the laſt, 
dhatisto lay Gov and man, were vnited to- 
gether. 


gaine what greater goodneſſe can 


be, 
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bee, then that the Creatour ſhould communi- 
cate himſe}fe to the Creatures d-Ir is hix great 
kindneſſe, æhat Cod giues himſelſe to hisCred- 
tures by his eſſence Fa preſence * and power: it is 


his greater kindnes tha he giues him ſelſe top ood 


men by his grace: but that hee ſhould givehim 
ſelfe —— 3 by Vnion with ithatioe 
ſay, by aſſuming our — 

tie; this ſurmounts all fauour that may bee ſaid 
or thought vpon. Thus I ſay the Fathers power, 
the Sonnes wiſdome, and the Holy Shoſts good. 
neſſe, were all Actors in clothing ¶ Hriſ with our 
fleſh. To the doing whereof what moued them? 
our merits?no; {Brethren} but their mercies'ac- 


tie ind his Divint- 


.d 


e. 
* p "4, * 


cording to that of lob. 2. Go ſo laurd tea Warts, 105.16. 


that he ſent bis ſonne, & c. Lone is manifeſted three 
wayes: Dons, peſfione, opere, in.giuing, ſuffering, 
and working. The Father ſhewed his loue;,when 


he gaue vs his Sonne: the Sonne ſhe ted his love, 


when hee ſuffered Death forour nes; ind the 
Holy Ghoſt ſhewes his loue, in ſetting vs forward 
in good workes, I hus the manifeſtation ofthe 
bleſſed Trinities powergwiſdome;go0dnefſſe,and 


mercie, are us it weret s, vpon 


The Myſeerie of | 
. bee in tie 
loeſome of bis. Father ſecundum id 1.cap.migeni. 
10h. f. 18: 1664 jeſt in Jovapatris , Ct. as al lo that hee 
pet, ac ſecundum id tertio capite, nemo aſcendit, 
G gi ef; ycathav hoe was in theworld 
before his birth, ſith hee made the Worldzasiris 
cap. land how than may it be ſaid, that God ſeit 
m, when hee neuer went from him ? An Intet- 
pretation ſhall make euident all this. Cie, ſaith 
Thomas Aquinas commenting vpon this place, fait 
a{[umptio Cenis, non depoſitis maieſtatis : Chrif 
left not to bee God, when hee became manʒ but 
tooke more vnto his Godhead when hee became 
man, viz. our Humanitie into his Divinitie: that 
through our viſible nature aſſumed, be might as 
quaint s with his inviſibleexcelencies;whichels 
could neuer haue beene known of vs. As the dun 
mining in bisperfit brightnes, can not be looked 
vponzbut in a Cloud or miſt, hauing his beames 
reftacted, may bee beheld: ſo God, in his infinite 
and incomprehenſible eſſence, being conſidered 
of vs cannot be knowne of vs, for he is too powet- 
ful an object for out w cate vnderſtandingʒ but in 
dur Nature, hy his ſonne aſſumed, hauing his 
ꝑlorie and Majeſtie eontracted, wee may takes 
full viewaf him. And thus.Chrsft his incarnating 
a bis proper ſending. But why ſent God his nn 
de le ond perſon in Trixitief Mhetr fare ad not 
e Faihtraadthe Holy Ghafl,cometo bewab 


aſivel es the Sonne if irie | 

in Diuinitie, Soon . 
cares? *which wen mee, aba chen krelonde 
| 1 JON 991 3! $107 3131 - l 


eee... 

b Fruely e vuntsd e e any of 
thoſe perſons toperformerhis; for they ate all 
Omnipotent, and able to doe whatſoener ple 
ſoth them. But yet why the ſonne didit rather 
then the reſt 4 gte reaſohs = 
Firftz]twas meer ; 
made the World; by the ſame he ſhould: 
the World: Bur God by his ſonne m 
World, as it is Ne. land cherſore as it is 2 C cw, 
well was Cod in Ch, i nen, bterevintiled 
World. Secondly; It ule pe EY 
ſonne in the Diuinitie; ſuwuld alſe bee the (6H _ 
' 11: Hamaxitic:lcaft<if the-Father'or'the Holy 
Ghoſt had birmrhe forndsoÞimi Y 
beene temporall ſonnes co Nenne. 
Thirdly, the Father is ehm the 
ee. Father. Nor ſeeme⸗ 

lx itisthae he be ſentj x 
of Himſelfr. 

ſent to beeman, chat wer 


ſacer did lobe man in ſending 
— ES 


tied 

his Sonne too g eee 

but hae ber wb leder are | 
** 4 
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was wes begge of himꝭ Fifty, 60D; 
laub prediſiinated us laith Saint Paal Romans 8. 
to bee, conformable to the = Image}, of bu ſnnc ;, 
that therefore had hee not [ent his Sonne, 
ho could wee bee like to his Sanne d had 
not he come that was the Naturall ſonne; wee: 
ſhould neuer haue beenc adopted ſonnes. The 
ſonne of God therefore was made the ſonne o 
man, that we ſonnes of men might bee made t 
ſonnes of God. Siutly, Cod the ſonne is the mid 
dle perſon betweene God the Father, and God: 
the Holy Ghon, and therefore was fitteſt to b 
ſentte beethe mediator. betweene God and man. Sc 
— worke our redemptioꝶ 
was to be an intetceſſor and ſupplicator to God 
fox vs. But theſe properties are more proper (o 
a ſonne, thena Father: for a ſonne is to intrea 


| ee ace de anne ſonne. And 
1d 


therefore did Gd beſt to ſend his ſonne. Laſtof 
allz the Mediator betweene God and man was to 
pacifie, ſo to teach and guide man to be obedient 
vnto Gog, Nomthen Chrift bring the mond af (Go 
and wi/dome of! God, as Seiur HbnandiSaint 
athrme: meeteſt was hee, the ſonne, to be mans! | 
Teacher and Counſailor. Why God ſent his Sen 


cn. Mane | 

that in — of time God ſent him, pointes to 
his Diuinitie, and his glorie: but that now Hee 
is mede_ of « Woman and under the. Law, this 
ſhewes his Humanitie and Humilitie: How 
the two Natures Godhead and Manhood were 
vnitęd together in the vnitie of his Pk Paul 
1.Tim,z.talkesof a great myſterie of pietie, How 
— manifeſted in the foſh, euſtified in the ſpirit, 
Was ſcene of Angels, was preached to the Gentites, 
beleined on in the iWortd,' and aſſumed into glories. 
And heere behold this production of God, tobe 
made of « woman,is the beginning of it ; opening 
as it were the doore to the other moſt admirable 
actions. But what a ſtrange thing is this, that the 
maker of the World ſhould thus bee made ofa 
woman: and that the Creatour ſhould haue his 
22 from a Creature. This rightly to conceiue, 
e are to note this. "Chrif in reſpect of. his God - 
head, was increated zin reſpeR of his ſoule he was 
erentd; and inreſpe& of his bodie he was made 
.ofa woman. As we Chriſtiansare borne , firſt, 
naturally of our Parents, and afterwardsate born 
Grill ofthe Holy Ghoft : SoChriff beeing 
od, was begotten naturally of God; and now 
being man, was made tem rallyof a woman. 

Verbum caro fattumeſt; ce. faith Saint lolm cap.1. 


Paul affirmeth 2. Tim a. that became of the | 2 


t. Tim. 3. 


2. Tin. 2. 


Dauid, and Hb. 2. that nowhere hee tooke on hi the leb a. 


Angels, bat the ſeed of Abraham late heow li, 


D and 
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- The Mhſterieof _ 
and all this by being made ofa woman. f. 
wa yee will fay what heaſon had God to effet 
ſo ſtrange an action: Iwill tell yee ; to aduanee 
his glorie, and doe vs the more good. O hom 
kind did God ſhew himlelte in taking · ypon him 
our ſraile nature ! Hee might haue come tovsas 
he did to Moſes and the Iraelites on Mount Sing 
in thundering, lightning, fire, and ſmoake: hee 
might haue come to vs in the ſubſtance ol an 4#- 
gell aſſumed, but yet becauſe hee loued man, to 
man he came in the eſtate of man. O ho juſt dd 
God ſhe himſelfe to bee made of a Woman! 
The Deuill before had conquered all fleſh in the 
firſt Adam and now the ſecond Adam took fleſn 
in it to ſubdue the Deuill. O how wiſe did God 
herein ſhew. bimſelfe , that when one man by 
ſinne had diſpleaſed him, another man by ba 
righteouſneſſe ſhould pacifie him EMeane le/m, 
who being God therefore ſecume man to be themes 
diatour betweene God and man: Which office no 
other Creature neyther man nor Angell could 
poſſibly haue executed, ſith infinite being ih 
Maieſtie of him that by ſinne was offended ; 
no perſon but him that is of infinite goodn 
it could be appeaſed.Chri## therefore tooke God 
and man into the vnitie of his pe; ſon to ret 
cile God and man into the vnitie of affection, 
Theſe & ſuch like inuiſible excellencies of kind- 
nelic, Iuſtice, Wiſdome, to make viſible atom 


— 


(briſts Natititie. 
ke took on him our viſible nature in mereie deſ- 
cending to vsʒ ſith wee in might eouſd not aſcend 
to him. Secondly, Chriftur fac uu eſt, Cc. As for 


the promotion of his one gre oor in 


curementofour goodinmany things 
to inſtruct our faith ber e 
when ſhe heard God himſelfeto / dene ro com · 
fort our hope which could not but — — 
when ſhe faw God vnited to ournaturezto kindle 
out charitic, that could not but loue God ij ſenſi- 


bly perceiving how God loued mangrodrawwur - 


— to vertue, that could 3 4 6: 
iuing him ſelfe for an je; and eo make vs 
— his Diuinitie, that at God ivas ihe 
fonneof man, fowee men-ſhould bee maderhe 
ſonnesof God. Againe, Chrifuc factus eſti G cl to 


remoue many cuils from vs, that the deuill the 


author ef fin; though browero an Angeli iiould 


hen of his natore, ho it is in vnion 
not ſpot it wich ſinne, chat our pre- 


—— — 


ourptidewiththe temembranceofhivhiinnilicte 
— ee deathandhelbwich * [ 
ration of his perſon, might becdaunted 
fed.) Further, Dei fins fulrua uff 51120 vori fie 
bia lInt arnation- i valentine held Chen td haue 
broughen hady iti him tro h euuln und to 
eee 
2 Appelle 


0 
*, * 


The Myſterie of 


Apelles,Cerdeniu« , and Manes affirmed Chriſtto 
haue but a phantaſtical body, ſuch as Angels and 
ſpirits aſſume. The Tarkes and Moores imagine 
Chriſt to bee the breath of God, whom becauſe 
God ſaw that the lewes would cruci fie, he there · 
ſore ſuffered Chriſt to delude their eyes, in ſees 
ming to doe and ſuffer what hee did not. But 
theſe hereſies are notably confuted in this, T1i 
he was made of a woman. For if a woman were his. 
true Mother, bearing him ten Monethes in her 
wombe, bringing him forth & giuing him ſucke: 
then vndoubtedly he was a true man, and had a 
true, naturall, and not a celeſtiall and phantaſtis 
call body. Laſt of all, chriſt was made of aWoman;. 
to grace women kind with his birth, that before. 
had diſgraced it ſelfe with the deuils temptation. 
A woman in Paradiſe, was a meane to make man 
2 ſinner, and a woman in Berhlem was an inſtru - 
ment to bring forth to mana bauiour. Where 
fore an ancient Father ſaith thus; Becauſe the 
male · Kind is more noble, Chriſt would be a man: 
and yet that woman ſhould not bee contemned, 
bee was borrie of av an. But why doch F 
here name ſo expreſtya woman; and not menti⸗ 
on a man? Becauſe indeede man had no action in 
Chriſts generation: For as out Sauior being God 
had a Father & no mother: So being man he had 
a Mother but no Father. Where note, that man 
kind is brought forch foure kind of wayes. Ads 
| was 


Cbrifts Natinitie. 
vas made without man or woman: Eve was 
made of a man without a woman: We are made 
of men and women; and Chriſt was made of a 
woman without a man. If yee aske of what wo · 
man? I anſwere yee, Marie the Virgine, Wbon all 
enerations doe call bleſſed, Ot her bloud or ſeede, Lc. 1. 48. 
by the working of the Holy Ghoſt was Chriſt 
made. O what ſtrange birth was this, that a vir- 
gin was the Mother, and God the Sonne /faith 
Bernard. It became not God to haue any Mother 
but a maiden: and it be ſeemed a maide to haue 
no ſonne but God. 
Wonders axe in this mother, and in this ſonne. 
This mother was functified with the fulneſſe of 
grace, with the ouer · ſnadowing of the Hol 
Gboſt, and the inhabitation of the the Sonneof God. 
Shee was, faith Saint Bernard ner ara 
ſine graaumine granida, ſine dolore Wee 
bearing Chriſt bee was the ſtarret e 
to the Sunne, the branch that bare the Vine, — 
—— that yeelded the fountaine, the daughter 
— her Father, the creature that 
e Creatour: ſhee was I ſay the 
Mother of her Father, and the daughter of her 
Sonne, yonger then her birth, leſſer then what 
ſhee contained, a maiden, and Mother,tohauc 
a Sonne with Gad the Father: whereas Virgines 
werecurſed ſor barrenneſſe, and erk 


ing forthwith ſorrow; Herie was ſreefrom et- - 
D-7 ther- 


The Myſterie of 
ther oftheſe: For beinga Virgine ſhee was fruit 
full, and bringing forth child thee felt no paines 
As the Sunne ſhines through glaſſe and cotrupts 
it not: So God came made of a Virgine without 
breach ot her chaſtitie. And becauſeſheeconcet - 
ued without ſinne, {hee was thereforeUeliuered 
without paines. Aganie, wonders are in this 
Sonne. In the inſtant of his conception, and now 
by ſucceſſion of time ho was a perfit man in ſoule 
and body, voide of ſinne and fullof grace. Hee 
had a father in heauen, and a mother on earth 
but yet a father without a mother, and a mother 
without a father. Further by being madevf awe | 
man, of a Lord he became a ſeruant, ofeternall be 
was made temporall, of infinite he became an it 
fant,of high he became low, of incomprehenſibſe 
locall, of intelligible, ſenſible: borne bew 
womans wombe, himſelfe bearing the Wotld. 
and ſuck he did at a maidensbreſts , himſelfe gi 
wing food to allthings. Thus of a woman m Chrif 
made, and not onely ſo, but alſo rnderithe Law: 
wade of awoman is the hutnilitie of his birrh;nude 
5 the my is the humflitieofbis titer * | 
in lite, and in manie other thingeserying out vn · 
to vs, that ve nonla le ume of bi nc As 7s" 
and merle. Among the Tewos'divers owes were 
in vſe in Chriſts time, the rull C eremonialſ hal. 
ciall, and vnder all theſe our 'Szviodr.was made. 
Yee will object ho can this bood ThipGay 
: | P 
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Chriſts N(atinitie, 


Paul) Gal. 5. that are led by the Spirit, are not under Gal.5.48, 
| the Law: but Chriſt was led by the ſpirit, and was 
full of the ſpirit, and therfore the law had noughe 
to doe with him. For anſwere accept this. To 
be ander the Lam carrieth a double ſenſe; to bee 
vnder eyther the obſoruance gf the Law, or the 
—— of the Law,” Now thenc briſt was vn- 
der the obſeruance of the Law. For he was cir- 
cumciſed the eight day, preſented afterwardes 
in the Temple, and did thoſe things that the lau 
required. ; but not vnder the oppreſſion of the 
Law, ſo as the breach thereof did any way bur- 
den him; ſith hee was harmeleſſe and innocent. 
And yet in reſpect of our ſinnes, the guilt wherof 
in mercie he vndertgoke, he was vnder the lawes 
oppreſſion, Allo for thepuniſhment due to our 
offences, thę Law inflited on him; it accuſed 
him, and condemned him before the Tribunall 
of God of all the ſinnes of the World; it made 
his bodie ſweat water and bloud, it made his 
ſoule heauie to the death; and on the Croſſe ſo 


Chriſt came, KC, To redeeme thoſe that were * 
| | | J 
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the Law, that we mightreceine the adoption of ſonnes; 
See / Deere Chriſtian; ) how proportionable Gods 
meanes are to the effecting of his purpoſes! 5 
was made vnder the Law to redeeme vs from the 
Law, and was made the ſonne of a Woman, that we 
might recciue the adoptiõ to be the ſons of God. T] üs 
generall and ſingular bleſſings containing all that | 
Chriſt hath done for vs, are hecreconucighed vn 
vs: Redemption, and Exaltation, Freedome, aud 
Aduancement: Redemption and freedome tobe 
exempted from the Law; and Exaltation and 
Aduancement to haue the adoption to bee Gos 
ſonnes. The Law, before Chriſt came, did domme 
ri, as S. Paul ſaith: playing the Tyrant amongſt 
men, as Pharao did among the Iſraelitesʒ it ſtil cried 
out, keep the Commandement; with infinite cur- 
ſes to thoſe that eyther would not; or could not 
keep every jot of it. It impoſedypon men an in- 
ſupportable burden, it aggravated ſinne, it terti - 
fied the conſcience, and as it is 2. Cor. 2. it was ile 
adminiſtration of death and damnation. Now then 
Curt made under the Law, did free men from this 
Law; and how but by his fulfilling of it for vs? 
His humilitie ſatisfied the Law for our pride, his 
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faſting for our gluttonie, his Chaſtitie for out 
wantonneſſe, his mildneſſe for our wrath, hit 

kindneſſe for our envie, his obedience for out 
_ negligence , his excellencies for our infirmitic 


that when the Law gaping ſo for righteouſaelſe, ' 
E 
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Law: 
—— ke Holineſſe and tie 
wherein we were created, aud — 
2 9 — : 
your ing af. «Woman ; Up 
tobe re ſounc-againg; Erben ble 
Fate = TNT * 
termes him | 
uent dra ves ys in to be the e- 
father; giuing vs of his ſpirit 8 
of God > 'as-bec: toobe — 4 


ſonne of man: he by dur 1 
— Thais foray ter 

. 0 do m 
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e is points iefly this, 
chritt cameas Aauns from Heauen to feede vs 
being hungrie, as the cluſter of Grapes out of the 


Vineyard, to latisſie vs being chirſtie > 
eb Dee 
as our z£ giues vs —— 

that being God and man 


tion; as our a 
hq: 2 man; as our foundati- 
E on 


conic rebum wor rregiing 4 
3 — ew 
our expiating vs; our Prieſt pr: = | 
vsz as our way in example, 
came ava man to make vs 
make vs Lords, to earth to ks — 
He came mortall to make vs immertall, poore 
to make vs rich, and baſe to make vs glorious. In - 
a word, He that was the bread was hungrie that we 
might be fed: he that was the founterve was dry, 
that wee might be ſatisfied. Hee that was joy 
was ſad, that we might be comforted and he that 
was ie wey, antes — be dire: 
rr 
cumſtances of chyiſ his comming: the Time, 
Cauſes, Manner, The Doctrine wherof, for 
a concluſion let vs pu to theſe vſes Firſt, Sithin 
ae e Fe was full of grace 
truth 3 8 times that wee 5785 x 
A urban inte f 


proſperitie bountif "Ems: of pouerie; 50 
rient; in Vente ftsng e temperutt Walen 


vertuous and honeſt and then ho time ſtal p 
emptie of dune Wert h God ſeat his Sun 
Ler vs acknowledge the benefit herebf, how 
muchaweare bound to the Lord, chat 
perſon as hee would beſtos/ ſo * e. : 


moſt vn worthie ATI A f 


his bedding, andlet 
5 


ing. Next ſit h he was ade 
of alWoman, aden let vs learne that 


fith he hath ſodignificd our nature, as with ĩt to 


cloth himſelfe, to haue acare that wee ſpot it not 


or defile it with ſinne. A poore maide married to 
a King, ought to — her baſe bringing vp, and 


to forgoe her clown 


es-. 
- 


married to God muſt vnlooſẽ the filthic actions 
an the new man, 


ofher corrupt generation,and 
to be like roChrif. Further {ith vnder the Lam, 


let vs remember wh ie burden hee tooke 


on him to caſe our ſhoulders, and ſo be the more 
willing to beare any croſſe that he ſhall lay vpon 


vs. Finally, ſith hee hath redeemed vs from the 


Law, and makes vs adopted ſonnes:let vs carrie our 
ging Sinne , Death, Hell, the Dewi ; that 

the chaines of flauiſhfeare would ſtil keep vs cap- 
tive, Laſt ofall, ſith we are his ſennes iy adoption, 
let vs doe our dutie to our Heauenly Father: Let 
vs loue, feare, and ſerue him with all our hearts 
e let vs be guided with his counſailes, al- 
ured with his promiſes,terrified with his threat- 
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